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TORBAY CATCHMENT GROUP - THIESS NATIONAL RIVERPRIZE 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.51 pm]:  I inform members that the Torbay 
Catchment Group recently won the prestigious Thiess National Riverprize for its work with the community to 
develop a catchment restoration plan.  Watershed Torbay was the prize-winning project to revive the catchment, 
and involved five years of planning, research and community involvement resulting in the development of a 
whole-of-catchment plan.  The Torbay catchment, although small, is an extremely valuable fishing, farming, 
tourism and conservation resource for the local community.  It faces a number of difficult management issues, 
from regular algal blooms in Lake Powell and Torbay Inlet, which had the largest number of toxic algal blooms 
of any waterway in Western Australia, to protection of Marbelup Brook, which has been identified as a future 
source of drinking water for Albany.  This project was driven by the Torbay community and needed some new 
approaches to ensure that the development and implementation of the restoration plan were a success.  
Congratulations go to Naomi Arrowsmith, regional manager of the Department of Water; Andrew Marshall, 
farmer and founding TCG chair; catchment coordinator Karen McKeough; Julie Pech from the Department of 
Water; communications coordinator Louise Duxbury; and TCG members Phil Mellon, Maurice McCormack, 
Dale Holley, Graeme Heighton, Chris Westcott, Pauline Irving, Phillip Marshall and John Blaney-Murphy.  
Naomi said that the restoration plan would work because it is based on good science and strong community 
participation.  TCG chair, Phil Mellon, said that the Torbay community has been pushing for good-quality water 
in the catchment for the 25 years that he has been a resident.  The biggest challenge, according to Phil, was 
overcoming the communications difficulties between the different stakeholders.   
 


